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Experimental
Crystal data (C 36 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). On excluding these cases the mean value of the P-N-P bond angle is reduced to 142 (7)°, even more in agreement with the angle in the title compound. The P atom is tetrahedral, with the C-P-C and C-P-N angles averaging 109 (3)°.
The [Ph 3 SnCl 2 ] -anion exhibits trigonal bipyramidal geometry at the tin atom, with the usual equatorial arrangement of organic groups and the chlorine atoms occupying axial positions. The anion is lying on a two-fold axis passing through the tin atom and atom C25 and C28 of one phenyl ring. The Cl1-Sn1 bond distance is 2.5858 (4) Å and the Cl-Sn-Cl ii [symmetry code: (ii) = -x + 2, -y + 2, z] bond angle is 177.83 (4)°, both in agreement with the values found in four examples (Ng, 1995 (Ng, ,1999 Harrison et al., 1978; Nayek et al., 2010) reported in the CSD: The mean values are 2.590 (2) Å and 176.6 (7)°, respectively. The mean planes of the phenyl rings form dihedral angles of 59.70 (2)° and 38.78 (2)° with the SnC 3 mean plane.
In the crystal there is a weak interaction between the chlorine atom of the dichlorotriphenylstannate anion and a hydrogen atom of a phenyl ring of the bis(triphenylphosphine)iminium cation (Table 1) .
A dichloromethane solution of equimolar amounts of triphenyl-tin chloride and bis(triphenylphosphine)iminium hydrogenselenite was stirred at room temperature for 1 h. The solution was then cooled slowly to 278 K. Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained from the solution in two days.
supplementary materials sup-2 Refinement
The C-bound H-atoms were included in calculated positions and treated as riding atoms: C-H = 0.93 Å for CH(aromatic), with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (parent C-atom).
Figures Fig. 1 . ORTEP drawing of the [Ph 3 P=N=PPh 3 ] + cation, showing the atom labelling and the displacement ellipsoids drawn at the 30% probability level. Hydrogen atoms are omitted for clarity. Symmetry code for generating equivalent atoms: ' = -x + 2, -y + 1, z. 
